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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
T.  KSHRICK  HUGHES,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


SADTITARY  INSPECTOR  & SURVEYOR 


ERNEST  FENTON,  M.S.I.-A.,  M.R.San.I,  ; 

( Commended  duties  - 19th  January  1953) 


HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE, 

CHAIRMAN ; — - MISS  GWYNETH  JONES. 

The  Committee  consists  of  all  Members  of  the  Council, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  third  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Llangollen  Urban  District 
for  the  year  ended  the  31st  December  1953,  together  with  the 
information  supplied  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  same  periods. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year  was  the  visit  of 
Her  Majesty  The  Queen  and  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  to  the 
Llangollen  International  Musical  Eisteddfod  on  July  10th, 

The  Eisteddfod,  which  becomes  more  popular  year  by  year  has  made 
Llangollen  famous  throughout  the  world  of  music  and  the  Town  can 
now  be  considered  as  the  Salzburg  of  Wales. 

Having  been  without  a Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  last  three  months  of  1952,  it  was  a relief  to  welcome 
Mr.  Fenton,  who  commenced  duties  in  January,  He  has  proved 
himself  to  be  most  efficient  at  his  work  and  a really  helpful 
and  co-operative  colleague, 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  kindness  and 
consideration  throughout  the  year  and  also  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
great  help  I have  received  from  Mr.  Fenton  throughout  the  year 
and  for  his  contribution  to  this  Report. 

I am  also  indebted  to  the  Clerk  and  his  Staff  for  the  help 
I receive  at  all  times  and  for  their  assistance  in  the  compilation 
of  this  Report, 


1.  GENERAL'  STATISTICS , 


Area  of  the  District  (in  acres)  , „ , ... 

Registrar  General's  estimated  population  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses.  

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  as  at  1st  April 

Sum  represented  by  the  product  of  a penny  rate 
the  year  ended  31st  March  1953. 


• • • 

...  3,107 

1 • « 

3,171 

• 1 • 

...  1 ,070 

1953. 

. . . £19144 

for 

• « » 

...  £75 . i 
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2.  VITAL  STATISTICS  . 

LIVE  BIRTHS.  (Comparability  factor  ,99) 


Males . 

Females 

. Total. 

Legitimate 

24. 

18. 

42. 

Illegitimate 

o 

3. 

Total  - 

24. 

21. 

45, 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

- Crude 

M 

14 .19 . 

Adjusted  ~ 

14.04. 

England  and  Wales 

-- 

-- 

15.5 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Males* 

Females 

. To  tal . 

Legitimate 

1. 

1. 

Illegitimate 

_n_ 

— 

Total . 

"■*  • 

1. 

T3» 

1. 

Still  Birth  Rate  por  1,000  population  - Crude 

Adjusted  — 
England  and  Wales.  

DEATHS . (Comparability  factor  ,75) 

Males.  Females. 


22. 


23. 


.31. 

.30. 

.35. 


Total. 

45. 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  - Crude  --  14.19. 

Adjusted  10.64. 

England  Wales  ---------  11. 4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  old  NIL. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year.  --  NIL. 

’The  causes  of  the  45  deaths  in  the  area  can  be  summarised 
as  follows  :- 

Males , Females . Total. 

Malignant  neoplasm  - stomach. 


- lungs,  bronchus  1 

- breast. 

Other  malignant  lymphatic  neoplasms  - 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  3 

Coronary  disease  - angina.  4 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 

Other  heart  diseases . 2 

Other  circulatory  diseases.  1 

Bronchitis . 2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duedenum.  1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate.  1 

Congenital  malformations. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  ) 
diseases  . ) 


2. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

12. 

5. 

1. 

11. 

1. 

2. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

4. 


TOTALS  . 


22. 


23. 


45. 
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The  estimated  population  of  the  Town  in  1953  is  given 
by  the  Registrar  General  as  being  3,171  as  compared  to  3,207  in 
1952,  so  that  the  population  has  diminished  by  36  during. .the  year 
and  as  the  births  have  exactly  equalled  the  deaths  the  loss  must 
be  accounted  for  by  movement  of  population  from  the  town. 

BIRTH  RATE . 


During  the  year  there  were  45  live  births  as  compared 
to  48  in  1952.  In  the  previous  years  1951  and  1950  there  were 
54  to  64  respectively,  so  that  we  find  a progressive  recess  ion 
in  the  number  of  births  from  year  to  year.  This  may  be/some 
extent  accounted  for  by  the  cessation  of  the  building  of  Council 
houses  during  these  years. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  Year  was  14.04  as  compared  to 
14.81  in  1952.  That  for  England  and  Wales  is  15.5  From 

those  figures  we  find  that  the  birth  rate  has  fallen  below  the 
general  rate  for  England  and  Wales  whereas  prior  to  1952  it  was 
well  above  this  level. 

STILL  BIRTHS . 

There  was  one  still  birth  notified  during  the  year, 
whereas  there  were  none  in  1952. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  that  this  figure  keeps  so  low 
and  is  a tribute  to  the  excellent  care  and  attention  given  to 
expectant  mothers  at  the  ante-natal  clinic.  If  every  mother 
could  be  persuaded  to  have  ante-natal  care  and  supervision  it 
would  do  a great  deal  to  main ta in  these  low  figures,  but  it  is 
unfortunately  true  that  some  mothers  neglect  to  take  this 
precaution. 

DEATHS . 

The  total  number  of  deaths  that  occurred  during  the  year 
was  45,  being  the  same  number  as  in  1952,  and  1 less  than  in  1951. 

This  shows  that  the  number  of  deaths  has  shown  very  little 
variation  over  the  last  three  years. 

The  death  rate  was  14.19  as  compared  with  14.03  in  1952, 
The  adjusted  death  rate  works  out  at  10.64  which  is  below  that 
of  England  and  Wales  - 11,4  The  deaths  v/e re  evenly 

distributed  between  males  and  females,  there  being  22  male  deaths 
and  23  female  deaths . The  chief  causes  of  death  are 

found  to  be  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  of  which 
there  were  30  and  cancer  of  which  there  were  5. 

INFANT  DEATHS. 


It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  were  no  infant 
deaths  during  the  year  whereas  there  were  3 in  1952, 

The  control  of  infectious  disease  and  hygienic  feeding 
have  done  much  to  produce  this  happy  result,  and  we  must  not 
forget  the  good  work  done  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

HEALTH  SERVICES . 


There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  general  provision 
for  Health  Services  since  1948  and  the  Clinics  available  are 

1.  The  County  Council  Child  Welfare  Clinic  at  Llangollen 
2*  The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  Llangollen  taken  by  the 
County  Obs tretician. 

The  larger  hospitals  available  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  are  as  detailed  in  the  1951  Report,  vix 
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1.  The  Wrexham  War  Memorial  Hospital. 

2.  The  Wrexham  Emergency  Hospital  (Plas  Maelor) 

3.  The  Wrexham  Fever  Hospital. 

4.  The  Wrexham  Tuberculosis  Dispensary . 

5.  The  Park  Hall  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry, 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  by  arrangement  with  the  Cefn  Mawr 
St.  John's  Ambulance  Corps  and  since  July  1948 ? the  Ambulance 
Service  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Denbighshire  County  Council. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Throughout  the  Year  1953  only  6 cases  of  infectious  disease 
were  notified.  They  were  as  follows 

1 case  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

1 case  of  Measles, 

1 case  of  Infantile  paralysis. 

3 cases  of  Tuberculosis, 


These  figures  are  all  the  more  remarkable  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  throughout  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  a severe 
epidemic  of  measles  was  raging  in  the  neighbouring  districts. 

Three  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year  as  compared  to  six  cases  in  1952. 

Tuberculosis  does  not  constitute  as  grave  a problem  in 
Llangollen  as  in  many  other  places  for  the  number  found  to  be 
this  disease  are  comparatively  few. 

Radiography  Service  paid  a second  visit  to  the 

persons  were  examined  but  no  cases  of 
ngidr  this  survey  were  much  less  than 
for  the  service  carried  out  in  1951  when  1166  persons  were 
examined.  It  was  also  noticeable  that  the  women  attended 
better  than  the  men  in  the  proportion  of  230  to  169  while  only 
13  children  under  15  were  examined. 


affected 

The 


with 

Mass 


IMMUNI SA'TI OH  AKD  VACCINATION. 

The  County  Council  provide  the  facilities  for  the  carrying 
out  of  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Immunisation  is  now  available  against  Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough  and  the  children  can  have  this  service  performed 
at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  or  at  School  or  by  the 
Family  Doctor. 

Diphtheria  has  been  absent  from  this  town  for  many  years  now 
as  a result  of  immunisation  of  the  infant  population.  If 
diphtheria  is  to  be  kept  at  ’bay  in  the  future,  the  level  of 
children  immunised  must  be  kept  above  75%  of  the  child  population 
If  parents  leave  their  children  unprotected,  there  may  well  be 
a return  of  diphtheria,  outbreaks.  It  is  therefore  of  great 
importance  to  secure  the  immunisation  of  not  less  than  75%  of 
infants  before  their  first  birthday, 

PRIMARY  DOSE , Diphtheria  Immunisation  alone.  6 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough.  ...  ...  36. 

Repeat  doses . ...  ...  ...  ...  13 , 

Vaccination  became  voluntary  in  1948  and  the  number  of 
infants  vaccinated  dropped  suddenly  all  over  the  country.  In 
order  to  counteract  this  tendency  it  was  decided  to  vaccinate 
infants  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  as  mothers  can 
often  be  persuaded  to  have  the  baby  vaccinated  while  attending 
the  clinic. 

The  number  vaccinated  in  Llangollen  was 

Primary  vaccination.  ...  14. 

Re-vaccination.  ..  ...  3, 
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SANITARY  G IRCUMSTAN G5S  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Sanitary  Inspections . 


The  following  is  a statement  of 

the  number 

and 

nature 

of  inspections  made  during  the  year  under  the  various 

Acts  , 

Orders  and  Byelaws  within  the  Area 

Housing  matters.  First  visit. 

O r~j 

^ 7 . 

Repeat  visit. 

42. 

Dangerous  structures  . 

3. 

Nuisances.  First  visit. 

37  . 

Repeat  visit. 

55. 

Wate r Supp ly . Works . 

62. 

Samples  from  private 

supplies . 

4 . 

Public  supplies. 

2. 

Defective  Services  and  wastages. 

55. 

Disinfestation  and  disinfection. 

16. 

Drains  sewers  eesspools  and  privies. 

66. 

Food  premises. 

42. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

3. 

Factories . 

25. 

Storage  a®  Petroleum, 

5. 

Amusement  houses. 

3, 

Schools . 

6. 

Scavenging  and  disposal. 

49. 

Hew  Buildings. 

53. 

Marke ts . 

36. 

Miscellaneous . 

42. 

Summary  of  Notices  served. 

Inf  orma 1 . 

Remedied 

Dwellinghouses  - structural  defects. 

32. 

29 

Nuisances  - not  included  above . 

42. 

38 

Water  supplies  , 

39 . 

38 

Drainage . 

5. 

5. 

Privies  cesspools  &c . 

7. 

7. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  works  are  situated  to  the  west  of  Llangollen  about 
2 miles  from  the  centre  of  the  Town,  For  the  major  part  of 
the  year  upland  surface  water  is  obtained  from  the  valley  stream 
at  Vivod,  but  during  drynperiods  a supply  is  pumped  from  the 
River  Dee  at  the  Horseshoe  Falls.  1953  was  a fortunate  year 

and  it  was  only  necessary  to  resort  to  the  auxiliary  supply  on  a 
few  occasions. 

Since  the  existing  works  were  opened  in  1936  the  demand 
for  water  has  increased  by  at  least  one-third,  and  this  together 
with  a request  from  an  adjoining  authority  to  supply  water  in  bulk 
has  made  it  necessary  to  consider  enlargement  of  the  treatment 
plant.  Correspondence  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Lo»al 
Government  is  taking  place.  It  is  anticipated  that 

electricif ication  of  the  Berwyn  Area  (where  the  Works  are  situate) 
will  take  plate  some  time  during  1954/55,  and  when  this  is  done 
the  motive  power  at  the  Horseshoe  Pumphouse  will  be  converted  to 
electricity  leaving  the  diesel  powered  pump  as  a standby. 

During  the  year  four  bacteriological  samples  of  water 
have  been  taken  and  on  each  occasion  the  results  have  been 
HIGHLY  SATISFACTORY. 

Samples  of  each  of  the  raw  waters  were  taken  for 
chemical  analyses  and  the  results  are  shewn  as  follows 
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REPORTS  OF  SAMPLE'S  OF 
(1)  

WATER 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

River  Dee 

Vivod 

Filtrate 

River 

at  overflow 

Stream 

- Vivod 

Dee 

from  weir 

intake  to  only. 

after 

near  intake 

sediment-  (No  chanioaL heavy 
ation  tanks . dcang  rain. 
& before 
chlorine! 

Reaction  pH  value. 

6.8 

7.1 

7.4 

6.3 

Colour  - Pt.-Co.  Scale.  32 

Turbidity  - Silica  standard 

3 

3 

35 

5.7 

parts  per  million. 

3.2 

1.9 

Clear . 

Total  solids  dried  at 

Parts  per 
million , 

P.p.m. 

P.p.m. 

P.p.m. 

180°  C . 

146, 

112. 

64 

Chlorides  as  Chlorine, 
Temporary  hardness  as 

12. 

18, 

18. 

12. 

CaC03 . 

Permanent  hardness  as 

14. 

42. 

44. 

10. 

CaC03 

Total  hardness  (by  soap 
test)  as  CaC03 , 

Total  hardness  (by 
Complexor  Test)  as 

9. 

28. 

30. 

6 . 

CaC03. 

23. 

70. 

74. 

16. 

Total  Alkinity  as  CaCOS , 
Calcium  hardness  as 

14. 

42. 

44. 

10. 

CaCOS  (by  Comolexor)  14, 

- 

- 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide, 

2. 

4. 

- 

5. 

Iron  in  solution  (as  Fe) 

0.1 

0.01 

£0.01. 

0.08 

Total  Iron  (as  Fe) 

0.2 

0.04 

$0.01. 

0.18 . 

Silica  as  Si02. 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hours 

5. 

6 

— 

4. 

at  37°C 

Chlorine  Absorbed, 
DRAINAGE  and  sewerage . 

3.2 

1.0 

0.8. 

4.3. 

3.5 

Crude  sewage  from 

the  Council's 

swwers  continues  to 

discharge  direct  to  the 

River  Dee  at 

20  points 

along  the 

banks . 

A proposed  scheme  for  drainage  and  disposal  put  forward  by  the 
Council's  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs,  Sandford  Fawcett  and 
Partners  has  been  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  application  for 
Loan  Consent  has  been  made  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Lodal  Government,  It  is  hoped  that  a Public  Inquiry 

will  be  held  during  1954  and  that  early  progress  will  be  made 
with  the  works  so  as  to  end  this  dreadful  insanitary  practice 
which  has  prevailed  for  many  years.  Only  then  will  it  be 

possible  to  continue  with  the  Council's  Post  War  Housebuilding 
programme • 

Five  properties  which  previously  were  on  cesspools  and 
three  on  pail  closets  were  connected  to  the  public  sewers  during 
the  year , 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING , 


The  service  throughout  the  year  has  continued 
satisfactorily.  The  majority  of  the  bins  in  the  area 

are  emptied  weekly,  but  those  at  properties  in  the  fringe  area 
are  emptied  monthly. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the 
Wenffrwd  Tip  about  l|-  miles  from  the  Town  on  the  east  side. 
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HOUSING 


Ho  houses  were  erected  during  the  Year  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  in  spite  of  the  numerous  representations  made 
by  the  Council  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
he  has  definitely  stated  that  until  the  proposed  Sewerage  Scheme 
is  approved,  no  allocation  of  houses  will  be  made. 

There  is  therefore  very  little  hope  of  an  early  improvement 
in  the  housing  problem,  and  many  houses  continue  to  be  overcrowded 
With  regard  to  the  houses  which  are  below  housing  standards 
little  can  be  done  other  than  to  keep  them  in  a reasonably 
habitable  condition  until  alternative  accommodation  can  be 
offered . 

The  repair  and  maintenance  of  existing  houses  remains  a 
problem.  The  rents  have  not  kept  pace  with  the  rising  cost 
of  repairs  and  owners  are  reluctant  to  face  up  to  their 
obligations.  The  consequence  is  that  much  time  is  spent  on 
revisits  to  property  and  corrcespondence  with  owners  in  order  to 
get  the  bare  essentials  carried  out. 

Two  new  houses  were  erected  by  private  owners  during  the 

year . 

One  house  was  closed  voluntarily  and  two  houses  demolished 
voluntarily.  In  each  case  no, persons  were  displaced 

as  alternative  accommodation  had  already  been  found. 

Tlie  number  of  applications  on  the  Council's  Housing  List 
stands  at  65.  Of  these  many  are  living  in  rooms  or  sharing 

a house  and  some  have  been  on  the  waiting  list  for  six  years. 

It  cannot  be  emphasised  toe  strongly  the  urgent  need  for  mere 
houses,  and  for  the  people  who  have  been  on  the  waiting  list 
for  several  years  to  know  that  their  future  hopes  of  becoming  a. 
tenant  of  a house  are  remote  owing  to  the  fact  that  no  building 
is  taking  place  must  be  bewildering  and  nervewracking. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 


Premises  are  visited  throughout  the  district  from  time  to 
time  in  order  to  ascertain  the  presence  or  otherwise  of  rats  or 
mice.  Where  necessary,  effectual  treatment  has  been 

carried  out  by  informal  action. 

The  sewers  and  other  public  properties  are  treated  by 
the  Council's  own  staff. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS . 


Three  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  caravans 
to  be  stationed  on  a site  at  Penddol  and  one  licence  for  a 
caravan  on  land  adjoining  the  Woodlands,  Several 

inspections  were  carried  out  to  ascertain  that  the  conditions 
imposed  were  being  complied  with, 

FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse  licensed  for  use  in  the  area. 
The  following  is  a list  of  the  various  foods  inspected  at  shops 
and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  In  each  case 
the  food  was  surrendered  voluntarily  and  disposal  was  carried 
out  under  supervision  by  burning  or  burying  as  necessary  in  the 
Council's  Refuse  Tip. 
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Boiled  ham.  (Tinned) 

0 • • 

4Q8-J- 

lbs 

Wet  fish. 

• • • 

03 

4 

n 

Tinned  fish. 

• « • 

u 

Tinned  vegetables. 

» f • 

52 

II 

Tinned  soup. 

9 0 • 

5f 

II 

Tinned  milk 

• Of 

52j 

tl 

Tinned  fruit. 

o 0 • 

98 

II 

Tinned  meats. 

0 0 • 

38 

II 

Tinned  jam. 

• • • 

if 

It 

Beef. 

• * • 

4 

H 

Imported  beef. 

• • • 

Total. 

33 

7G0i 

II 

lbs 

ICE  CREAM . 


All  Ice  Cream  sold  is  manufactured  outside  the  area. 

Twenty  premises  are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1938  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream. 

FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES. 

In  addition  to  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream,  six  premises  are 
registered  for  the  purpose  of  preparation  of  food  in  accordance 
with  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


There  are  no  Dairy  premises  licensed  within  the  area  but 
one  Supplementary Licence  was  issued  for  the  distribution  of 
Pasteurised  Milk. 

MARKETS . 


The  Council’s  Smithfield  Market  is  open  for  the  sale  of  cattle 
sheep  and  pigs  on  every  second  Tuesday  throughout  the  year. 

Two  special  Sheep  Sales  are  held  in  the  month  of  September. 

One  section  of  the  Market  is  certified  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  the  sale  of  cattle  in  accordance 
with  the  Tuberculosis  (Attested  Herds)  Scheme  1950  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  each  month. 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948. 


Prom  is  es 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3,4  and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities • 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  vi/hich  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority . 


Humber  on 
Register. 

3 


23. 


26. 

Cases  in  -which  defeots  were  found. 


Sanitary  conveniences 

unsuitable  or  defective  2* 


Humber  of  Written 
Inspections  Notices , 


6 


1. 


19 


25 


1. 


Remedied  Referred  to 
HM  .Inspector 


2 • 


Yours  obediently, 


T kA 


*V 


><u< 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


I 


I ' 


